
Chapter 11

 Why does Jem destroy Mrs. Dubose’s flower garden?

 What does Atticus tell Jem was the one thing Mrs. 
Dubose wanted to do before she died?

 What does Mrs. Dubose give Jem?

 What is the reason Atticus wanted Jem to meet Mrs. 
Dubose?



Chapter 12

 Why wasn’t Dill able to come to Maycomb this 
summer?

 Describe Cal’s church.  How did the church get its 
name?

 Of what is Tom Robinson accused?  Why won’t 
anyone hire his wife?



Chapter 13

 Why has Aunt Alexandria come to Maycomb?

 Give a brief description of how Maycomb was 
established.  

 Describe the premise of the “talk” Aunt Alexandra 
makes Atticus have with the children.  According to 
Scout, why does the talk fail?

 What does this conversation between Atticus and the 
children reveal about their relationship as a family?



Chapter 14

 How do the people of Maycomb begin to treat Atticus 
and the children?

 What does Dill claim is the reason he ran away from 
home?  What is the real reason?



Chapter 15

 Jem says he’s “just got this feeling.”  What do you 
think he is worried about?

 Why do the men tell Atticus to leave?  What do they 
want to do to Tom?

 Who does Scout recognize?  Why do the men finally 
leave?

 Who was “covering” Atticus the whole time?

 How does Atticus show his affection towards Jem?



Chapter 16

 What does Atticus mean when he says that Mr. 
Cunningham has “blind spots”?

 Describe the atmosphere before the trial.  Why are 
the blacks and whites separated?

 Who helps the kids find a place to sit?  Where do 
they sit? Why?



Chapter 17

 Why does Atticus ask whether anyone called for a 
doctor?  Why would this be important?

 Why do you think the Ewells eat squirrel, possum, 
and rabbit?

 Why does Atticus ask Ewell to write his name?

 What do you think Jem realizes when he pounds the 
rail and says “We’ve got him”?



Chapter 18

 Why does Mayella think Atticus is mocking her?

 What more do we learn about the Ewell family from 
atticus’s cross examination?

 What is wrong with Tom R’s left arm?

 Who does Atticus suggest actually beat up Mayella?



Chapter 19

 Why does Atticus bring up the fact that Tom had 
been in trouble before?

 How does Tom’s story immediately contradict 
Mayella’s testimony?

 Why did Tom run away from the Ewell place? What 
was his predicament?

 Why does Dill get so upset at Mr. Gilmer that it 
makes him sick?



Chapter 20

1. Who do Dill and Scout meet outside?  What do they 
learn about him?  Why does he go through such 
trouble to pretend?

2. What does Atticus do that horrifies Scout and Jem?

3. What is the “lie” Atticus talks about?  What is the 
reality that he is hoping the jury will see?

4. How does Atticus claim that we are not all created 
equal?
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